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Mu Sochua to Request
Restoration of Immunity

SRP lawmaker Mu Sochua is
schefuled to 4ea attre Phnom
Penh Municipal Court today to
request that her parliamentary
immunity be restored. Ms. So-
drua's immrnitywas stoi@ fom
her in 2009 bry a Ndional Assernb$
vote following a legal batrle with
Prime Mni$er Hun Sen h April
2ffi, Ms Sochuathretuied to sre
Mr. Hun Sen fur rnaking derogdo
ry commenb abouther, butthe
prernierbedher b itfo sdngher
first-for defamation over the
claims that he had defrmed her.
The courts ruled in fivor of the
pdrne mini*/s onplaint and Ms
Soctruawas found guilty. $re lost
two subsequent ryeals apin$fte
decision and was ordered by the
ourtto pay afne. And ftoueh slrc
r€f$ed to pay, the court ordered
the monrybe deducted fromher
salary rather than jailing her for
r€fiNing to hand over the mon€y.'?rocedure is that I have a letter
reqtresling fie prosmrtor...to pro
ced wift my request to der my
record," stre said.'The courtuill
bave b ftren der me. I don'tknow
wtretrrerfterewillbe atial orwtrat-
arerifsupbtheourt,"Ms So
duasaid- G{deMd)
Ilvelve Arrested for Illegal
Fishing on Tonle Sap

Officjals said they 4prehended
12 people and impounded 13 fstr
ingboats on treTonle Sap lake in
Sern Reap prwince trisweekend
as put of tre governrnends ongo
ing opemlions to betterpnotectthe
lake's pressured fsheries. Water
Resources Ministry Secrebry of
Stde IIak Sok Makara said Siem
Re@ prwincial oftcials and Water
Resoure Minisby oftcials joindy
made trre arres'b. 'We are contintt
ing to eliminate illegal fshing and
12 people were arrested and 13
fishing boats that they used to
commit crime were impounded,"
he said, adding that all suspects
would be sent to court for prosecrr-
tion. Mr. Sok Makara said the
men had been tzlvling a massive
heary net across tre lake bottonu
a fstrins tec-hnique ft* is prohibit-
ed. 'These are not poor fisher-
men-they're rich people. The
poor cannot afford such equip
ment" he added. Chan Youflha
seor@/€€neral of theTonle S4
Authority, said Sunday that over
the weekend offcials confscafed
about 83,000 meters of fstring nets
that are illegal by law. (Khuon
Narim)

KR Tribunal Lawyers Tussle Over Evidence
Michael IGrnavas, colawyer for
IengSry.

Wier IvIr. Chhaneis'lnherent pre!
udice" toward the accused, he
adde4 "arryting $at has DCCam
on it mu$be considered s$pectto
bqinwiet"

With that, and key questions
about how exac'tly DGCam came
upon doorments, trrcir dnin of ors
tody, and the evidence the center
gathered on its own, he said Mr.
Chhangis testimony about those
documenb was "crucial" Defense
lawyers also urged the judges to
rdrse any bools ad media repotts
unless ftreir auhors ould be surn
monedaswell

Asked about his own sought-
after testimony, Mr. Chhang caled
the lalWers request'fust sad." As
for his alleged bias, the DGCam
director said the regime's guiltwas
allbutseded-"Tb most observers, the [Corrr
mr:nist Party of IGmpucheasl re
sporsibilitv for widesgead docities
isae@dasfict"hesaid"'The rcalvalue of criminaltialq
or any accountability process, will
not be b re# fitd broad hi$orical
conchrsion and send the aging de
fendmts to die in frison The gred-
e$ ontibutions of an ammtability
poesswillbeb esablish tre ttrtl
as dea:ly as possible ad to promote
the succes$.rl resurrection of law
andorderinCaribodia"

ASee With Firm to Get Release, Detainees Told
Bv PnonN Bopne

eNo Or,Bsre Prorcrrr
THE CAMBODIA DAII.Y

Phanimex chairwoman Suy
Sophan and Phnom Pentr's Social
Affairs Departrnent chief Sorn
Sophal met yesterday with de
bined Borei I{sla community pro
testers in what some of the de
tainees said was an attempt to
pr€s$re them into acoepting the
company's compensation offer for
dreirevidion

Kim Salnnony, 63, who has been
detained at the Prey Speu Social
Aftirs Center since Wednesday,
said trd Ms Sophan crne to the
debrtion erter to urge eadr of tre
Z detained women to stop their
gob$ and agree to her mmpensa
tion oftr, wtrhh would trcn lead to
treirrelease"Thry said that they will come
here to solve the problem only ttis
one lasttime," Ms. Salrrnony said
by telephone. 'She said if we don't
agreewift her, shewill letus sEy
here and no onevillhelp ug" she
added.

The 30 women and children
were forcrbly rounded up during a

Bv ZsoMson Prron
THE CAMBODIA DAILY

Witrr tre mernory of ftre aging de
fendants and witnesses at the
Khrn€r Rouge tibunal prwing less
trnn reliable, larryyers for the pose
cution and defense yesterday
spured orrerwheftrer doorments in
trecasewereanybder.

What ryears undisputed is ft,at
tre haEmillion pages of doorments
in tre case fle wrll play a m4ir role
in the fate of the three accused:
Brotrer NumberTho Nuon CLre4
former head of state Khieu Sam-
phan and ocFore{gn Mnister Ieng
say.

As Deputy CoProseomr Winianr
Snift Wt it, "doormenb produed
atthe time of the alleged criminal
errents re ableto capfiffe inporfuf
informdion aboutftose orents per-
manently, like a photograph that
does not fr de like a mernory."

E'ven doormenb produed lfu,
he sai{ viill heb tre judges "see a
more onpleb pid:re of the ercnb
andftreironbd,"

Whd ftre defense ad pnseonion
disagree on-and have regularly
fought over fom tre #t of tre tial
la$yeais wtrere b set tre br on
*re arhenticity, reliability and rele

neoftrewidence'The defense seeks to set the
threshold for admissibility unduly
trigh in reqr.riring tre gosecution..b
pocitircb esmbfi$ *re aftentfoity.of

peaoefirl pnotest against trcir evic-
tion outside *re ofte of Municipal
gwernor Kep Chuktema on Wed
nesday and debined at the social
aftirscenter.

Thewomen are partof a shrink-
irrg group of former Borei Keila
residents who are refusing to
move to two remote relocation
sites and are demanding ftat Ms.
Sophan honor a 2008 agreement
to prrovide thern onsite housing at
Borei Keila in the ci!/s Barnpi
Makaradistuict

Chum Ngan, anotrrcr offrre de
tainees, said Ms. Sophan offered
her and others several hundred
dollars b give up fteirpote$ and
mo'ueto arelocation sfuin Phnom
Penn"s Dargl<ao disict or lGndal
p',ovince, and thd on$ one woman
aoo@dtrcoffer."They offered us the same
thing---to go to [Danekao or IGrr
dal province]," Ms Ngan said.'1
did notgive mythunbprint Iwant
ahouse atBoreilGila"

Conbcted by telephone, IVIr. Sc
phal repeated an outlandish state
ment made by the municipality
denying that the women at the

tre doonnert's when dre infundion
al jurispudence h6 esbblistrcd fttat
ftere is in frd no srdr burden upon
arv of the palies," Mr. Snifi said"

BiAndrew hruzi a mernber of
Nuon Chea's defense teant, ilgued
that any rules for using doctments
oughtto draw on Carnrxnra*s own
criminal proedure odes fr$.

hstead of "slavistrly followlingl
the jurisprudence of otherintema
tional tibunals" he sai4'trc sding
pointfor any considrdion of trc use
of doormentary widence must be,
mustbe r€fex€n@d to the Carnbo
dim oiminal goadre oode."

That code, he adde4 sqggestea
that copies of documents should
only snd if the originalswere araril
ableandrrerfied

Over tre pastweek Nuon Chea
has repeatedly refused to answer
quediors abotrt doormerts gesert-
ed by *re posecution becatse ftry
were onb ofiies ard dernanded the
orieinals The Tlial Chanber judees
rerninded him drd try had already
ruled ftat tre copies were enougtq
ard took his rcfisal to mswer trose
questions as a decision to remain
sil€nt

Defense lawyers took special
issue with the evidence supplied
by the Documentation Center of
Cambodia (DC-Cam), and its
director, Youk Chhang.'Lefs fie it, DC{-an is an afio
caie" for the regime's victims, said

center are being d€tained asainst
fteirwill'Don't talk about the 'release,"'
Mr. Sophal said wtren asked if any
of the protesters would be re-
leased yesterday evening as a
resuft of the negotiations with the
Phanimex chief at the detention
enter."No one detains no one," he
said, parroting the municipality's
daim !

Community legal Education
Center Executive Director Yeng
Virak e:<pressed shock that the
municipality would allow Ms. So
phan to pressr:re detainedwomen
into a compensation package in-
side tre detention frcility."To detain people and use intirrr
idation and pre$sure to put their
thurnbprinb, you should notallow
this to happen in your instihttiort
[...] and any agreernent made wr
der duress cannot be enforced,"
he said.

About 30 otrer Borei IGila resi
dents gathered at the Municipal '
Depalrnent of Social Aftirs ]'e$er-
dayb prote$tre continued debr
tion of *rc women at Prg/ Speu.

	
  


