Documents likely stolen from Khmer Rouge leader’s defence
AFP
June 4, 2009

"'We have serious concerns about security and the confidentiality of our investigation,' he
said.

Pestman said that the tribunal's security team would conduct an investigation into the
probable theft of the documents, which were drafts of a letter to a court official.

A court spokesman would not immediately comment on the allegations. The troubled
tribunal, which is currently trying former Khmer Rouge prison chief Duch, also faces
accusations of political interference by the government and claims that Cambodian staff
were forced to pay kickbacks for their jobs.

Duch has stated that he took orders to kill and torture from Pestman's client Nuon Chea,
who is commonly referred to as the Khmer Rouge 'Brother Number Two'.

Others in detention awaiting trial besides Nuon Chea are former head of state Khieu

Samphan, foreign minister Ieng Sary and his wife, and minister of social affairs Ieng
Thirith.

Khmer Rouge leader Pol Pot died in 1998 before facing justice, and fears over the health
of ageing suspects hang over the court.

The long-awaited first trial has heard Duch, whose real name is Kaing Guek Eav,
acknowledge responsibility and beg forgiveness for overseeing the torture and execution
of more than 15,000 people at the notorious Tuol Sleng prison.

Up to two million people were executed or died of starvation, disease and overwork as
the Khmer Rouge movement emptied cities and enslaved the population on collective
farms in its bid to create a communist utopia.
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