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PHNOM PENH — Cambodia's UN-backed war crimes court has rejected a request by
lawyers for a former Khmer Rouge leader to examine two judges at the tribunal for
bias, said documents released Tuesday.

Lawyers for former Khmer Rouge foreign minister Ieng Sary last month demanded a
public hearing on the independence of Dutch judge Katinka Lahuis and Australian
judge Rowan Downing, citing a speech by Cambodian premier Hun Sen.

However the court's pre-trial chamber on Monday ruled the submission was
"inadmissible, as well as being devoid of merit and unsupported by evidence".

"A charge of partiality must be supported by a factual basis. The mere fact that a
judge has been subjected to press criticism does not require the judge's
disqualification," the chamber's decision said.

The request cited a speech Prime Minister Hun Sen made in September, which came
in response to the two judges' support for investigations of five additional Khmer
Rouge suspects.

"I know that some foreign judges and prosecutors have received orders from their
governments to create problems here," Hun Sen said in the speech.

The tribunal was created in 2006 to try leading Khmer Rouge members, and is
holding five former leaders on charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity.
It has not yet ruled whether to prosecute additional suspects.

The process has often been hit by allegations that Hun Sen's administration has
attempted to interfere in the tribunal to protect former regime members who are
now in government.

Final arguments in the court's first trial, of prison chief Kaing Guek Eav, alias Duch,
concluded last week.

The 1975-1979 Khmer Rouge regime killed up two million people through
starvation, overwork and torture as it attempted to forge a communist utopia.



