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BILL KURTIS:
You know, the Khmer Rouge really committed their holocaust about 30 years ago.

HENRY KING:
They did, yeah.

BILL KURTIS:
Seems to me, this is the best opportunity to apply Nuremberg right now, staring this in the face. 

HENRY KING:
Just because a person got away with 30 years, free 30 years without being punished doesn’t mean they shouldn’t be punished.  They had 30 years of freedom.  You going to free people because they hide?  There’s no justice.  You got to have equal justice.  In other words, it doesn’t make them innocent, the fact that 30 years elapsed.  

BILL KURTIS:
Today, there are some practical problems at the Cambodia  Tribunal.  One is, who’s going to pay for it?  

HENRY KING:
Well, I think the U.N. ought to pay for it. I think that we can’t let it hang. 

BILL KURTIS:
You suggest the United Nations should pay for the tribunal in Cambodia.  Should they also play a bigger role, demanding transparency and trying to ensure…

HENRY KING:
Absolutely.  I mean, that’s one of the keys to the whole thing.   They have to play a bigger role.  After all, it’s one world, theoretically, and they play a role in the Special Court for Sierra Leone and other places.  They played certainly a role, a big role in the trials for crimes committed in the Former Yugoslavia.  Just because it’s geography doesn’t mean that you’re exempt from these rules.  If you are going to have one world, you got to treat people alike.

BILL KURTIS:
What do you think about the United States really opting out?

HENRY KING:
Well, I was one of those who pushed for the International Criminal Court and I’ve written a lot of articles on it.  I think it’s monstrous that the United States as not participated in this.  You’re developing a whole new phase of international law.  Three former prosecutors, including myself, got aggressive war included in the Statute of the International Criminal Court, and now the Statute, or the people who are members the court, the 105 nations that are members of the court, including, by the way, the Japanese, are now drafting an amendment that would implement what the Rome Statute says about the prosecution of aggressive war.  

The United States is on the outside looking in.  We have a problem with not participating in international relations in terms of non-membership of the law of the sea, land mines convention--no membership there.  We have to become part of the world again.  I hope we become a part of the world under a new administration, but we need to shape international law because we’re a major power in the world today and we’re sitting on the outside, not even being a utility outfielder.  We can’t turn our backs on the world. 

BILL KURTIS:
We have come to the Cambodia Tribunal, which is 30 years after, and it’s now to the point of trial.  But we have Darfur, another genocide, that is going on at an earlier stage.  What do we do there?
HENRY KING:
Well, I think, the U.N. needs a U.N. emergency force.  It could summon on short notice and send in to do peacekeeping or keep the status quo or improve it if there’s a need.  I think that’s missing.  The U.N. has no police force.  It needs something, and I think in the long run, if you’re going to have a rule of law, you need something like that.  

BILL KURTIS:  
Final question, what advice would you give the Cambodia Tribunal, or the International Criminal Court, as a prosecutor from Nuremberg?

HENRY KING:  
Take the long view.  Be persistent.  Never give up.  After all, we didn’t ever give up at Nuremberg.  I haven’t given up over 60 years.  Keep your eye on the future.  Think of the future generations.  That’s what you’ve got to think of because the weapons of destruction are becoming so violent that we’ll destroy ourselves if we don’t have a rule of law in the world. 

