WHITNEY HARRIS INTERVIEW FOR CTM WEB SITE  (6.3 minutes)

BILL KURTIS:
What's the significance of the Nuremberg trials, especially on international law? 

WHITNEY HARRIS:

At Nuremberg, the precedents were set against world scope crimes, which had never been even considered in history before.  And never had crimes been proven of the scope and enormity that they were at Nuremberg. 

So one of the most important things we must remember about this period is that aggressive war may lead to incredible crimes and that war itself has to be reigned in and prevented. 

BILL KURTIS:
You and the other prosecutors, indeed, the liberators who went into the camps, I've seen the same thing.  It affected you for the rest of your life, all your life.  And so you have dedicated yourself to telling this story, speeches, articles, so that others will learn from this.  Is that right?  Did this affect you to the core?

WHITNEY HARRIS:

The enormity of these crimes was such that it could not help but overwhelm anyone who had to be a participant in these events.  And this established for history the fact that men can commit unbelievable crimes against their fellow man.  We understand now that these events, which transpired in the 20th Century, must never, ever again be repeated.
BILL KURTIS:
Judging from the success of Nuremberg trials, what advice would you give the Cambodia Tribunal? 
WHITNEY HARRIS:  
I think that the Cambodia Tribunal or any tribunals now in existence dealing with war crimes or crimes against humanity committed in time of war should follow the Nuremberg precedent.  I think that we will strengthen international law if we adhere to that precedent and that we should not permit countries not to go off on their own with unique ideas of proceeding against alleged war criminals.

But that we can use the patterns of the procedures which we had developed at Nuremberg and applied so successfully in that trial as the guidelines for prosecutions of war crimes and crimes against humanity committed in wars in other countries in the post-World War II period. 
BILL KURTIS:
Do you think it's important for the Cambodia Tribunal to go forward?

WHITNEY HARRIS:

Of course.  I think that's very important that the  Cambodia Tribunal go forward for Pol Pot and his and his group were guilty of incredible crimes against humanity of the worst kind, including acts of murder.  So that these crimes must be avenged and they must be recognized and they must be established for history.
BILL KURTIS:
Last question.  You had described Nuremberg as “man's attempt to elevate justice and law over inhumanity and war.”

WHITNEY HARRIS:

Correct.

BILL KURTIS:
Do you think we're making progress towards peace and that end?

WHITNEY HARRIS:

Well, of course, the big problem at this point is, that the United States of America is not a State Party to the International Criminal Court which deals with war crimes and crimes against humanity now.  

Until America gives its total support to this great cause, I think that we will be in a struggling world and I certainly do hope that the International Criminal Court Treaty is  eventually adhered to by the United States of America.

